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GRrrrruGs FRoM THE Moru

OuR rautv HAs FARMED rN THE Moru srrucr 1956. THr 500He HoLDTNG rs spltr tNTo rwo, 700 cow DAtRy uNlrs.

WE HAVE rHE 4* GENERATToN LtvtNG oN FARM. INTERGENERATToNAL srEWARDsHlp oF THE LAND uNDERptNs rHE

CONTINUITY OF OUR BUSINESS.

OuR coruparuy ts opposED To oNLy 5 pnoposns wrrHtN THE pLAN

WE wrsH To BE HEARD oru 4 sprcrrrc roprcs:

1. INTEGRATED MANAGEMENT OF THE FRESHWATER RESOURCE IN THE WAIAU cATCHMENT

2. RULE 32 - FDE SYSTEMS

3. Rurc 23 - tNTENstvE wtNTER GRAZTNG

4. AcCoUNTING Ton ru & P coNTRIBUTED To FRESHWATER

ToPIcl - INTEGRATED MANAGEMENT oF THE FRESHWATER REsouRcE IN THE WAIAU CATCHMENT

WE AccEpTTHATTHE MANApounr Powrn Scxrrur rs oF NATIoNALstcNrFtcANcE, BUTARE coNcERNEDTHAT

ADEQUATE ACCOUNT HAS NOT BEEN TAKEN ACCOUNT OF THE COSTS THAT THAT GENERATION HAS IMPOSED ON

ouR CoMMUNTTY AND THE ECO-SYSTEMS tN THE LOWER WAAU AwIA. 97Yo OF THE WATER THAT, pRE-

coNTRoL, FLoWED FRoM LAKE MANAPoURI DoWN THE LowEn WAIAU To THE sEA, Is NoW DIVERTED

THRoUGH THE WESTARM PoWER STATIoN W|TH TA,t RACE oIscHAR6E To oouBTrutsouNo.9T/o!

THE ESSENTTAL cHARAcTER oF THE Lowrn Wnnu RNER HAs CHANGED FRoM A STABLE STNGLE srEM RrvER

SYSTEM TO, IN MANY AREAS, A BRAIDED RIVER WITH AN UNSTABLE MEANDER PATTERN OVER A SUBSTANTIAL

FLooD pLAtN. Tur Lowrn WAllu ts Now LrrrLE MoRE THAN A DRATNAGE cHANNEL usED By MERIDIAN To

DIVERT HEAVILY SEDIMENTED FLOOD FLOWS TO THE SEA.

THE ARTtFtctALLy RAptD RtsE AND FALL oF RrvER LEVE6 DURTNG AND TMMEDTATELy FoLLowrNG HrGH RATNFALL

EVENTS CONTRIBUTE TO BANK SLUMPING WHICH DELIVERS SEDIMENT AND GRAVEL To THE RIVER. THE

SEDIMENT LOAD HAS MANIFESTLY CHOKED THE TE WAEWAE LAGOON AND THE GRAVEL LOAD HAS RAISED PARTS

oF THE RIVERBED THAT EXACERBATE DoWNSTREAM FLooDtNG. MrRtotnru's REspoNsE To LAND owNERS

WHOSE PROPERTIES NOW ROUTINELY FLOOD IS TO SUGGEST THAT THIS IS PART OF A NATURAT PROCESS.

Oru tumr 7 2077 , THE LowER WATAU coMMUNlry cAME ToGETHER To FoRM A cATcHMENT GRoup cALLED

rHr LoweR WAIAU RIvERcAnr GRoup. PETER HoRRELL, wHo wtLL PRESENTTo rHE pANEL ToMoRRow, AND

I, co-cHAIR THE RIVERCARE GRoUP. THE PRIMARY Focus oF THE GRoUP IS To IMPRoVE THE HEALTH oF THE

Lowrn WAIAU RIVER.

OurstDE ouR coMMUNtry, THE ADVERSE rMpAcr oF THE MANApouRr powER ScHEME oN THE LowER WAIAU

cATcHMENT IS LITTLE KNOWN. WITHIN oUR coMMUNIw THE sENsE IS THAT THE TE WAEWAE LAGooN Is closE

To coLLApsE As A DrREcr RESULT oF MERIDIAN's REDUCED FLow REGTME. THE srnrr oF THE LowER Wnrnu

IS MERIDIAN ENERGY,S DIRTY LITTLE SECRET - THEIR INCONVENIENT TRUTH.
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WE STRoNGLY SUPPoRT THE INTEGRATED MANAGEMENT oF FRESHWATER ENSHRINED IN THE NPs oN

FRESHWATER MANAGEMENT oBJEcrvE c1. WE NorE THAT Nps poucy r1n RreurRrs FULL IMpLEMENTATToN

oF THrs polrcy By 31 orcrNasrn 2025.

HowEVER, Nps poLrcy r1sn. ALLows FoR THAT 2025 covrplETtoN DATE To BE sET BAcK To 31 orcrMsrR
2O3O wxrnr THE REGIoNAL couNcIL cONSIDERS THAT:

MEETTNG rxr (2025) DATE wouLD RESULT rN LowER euALrry eLANNTNG: oR

IT WoULD BE IMPRACTICABLE FoR IT To CoMPLETE IMPLEMENTATIoN oF A PoLIcY BY THAT DATE

(202s)

WE BEIIEVE BoTH ARE REIEVANT To THE WAIAU CATCHMENT

WITH RESPECT To coNsIDERnTIoru (I), THE QUALIry oF PLANNING WoULD BE IMPRoVED WERE THE TIME

FRAME TO BE EXPLTC|TLY ADJUSTED BY THE REGTONAL COUNC|L, TO ALLOW MATTERS pERTAtNtNG TO THE

MANApouRt powER srATroN REsouRcE coNsENT BEyoND rrs ExprRy rru 2031, To BE coNSTDERED

CoNTEMPoRANEoUSLY WITH THE FMU PRocEsSEs WITHIN THE WAIAU CATCHMENT. THE FMU PRocEss AND

THE RESOURCE CONSENT PROCESS ARE NECESSARILY DISTINCT, BUT MUCH OF THE INFORMATION REQUIRED

SUCH AS

o UUIT SETTING,

o ALLocnTIoN oF THE REsoURcE,

o FLoW REGIMES AND THEIR IMPACT oN Eco SYSTEMS WITHIN THE WAIAU RIVER AND PARTICULARLY

THE LoWER WAIAU,

THT ALIGI'IUTNT oF THE TIMESCALES WoULD ALLow coUNcIL, MERIDIAN AND oUR CoMMUNIT To WoRK

TowARDs A coMMoN FUTURE FoR THE wArAU cATcHMENT, FocusstNG couructL's nLANNtNG RESouRcEs oN

INTEGRATED, HIGHER QUALITY PLANNING OUTCOMES RATHER THAN DOING ESSENTIALLY THE SAME WORK,

TWICE.

WrrH REspEcr ro coNStDERATror'r (tt), THE REsouRcE coNsENT FoR THE powER ScHEME ExptRES rtrr 2031.
SHouIo rHe 2025 oernulr coMPLETIoN DATE FoR FMU PRocEsSEs WITHIN THE WAIAU cATcHMENT STAND,

THE IMPLEMENTATIoN oT w&I Pnru poIIcY 39a - INTEGRATED MANAGEMENT, AcRoss THE WAIAU

cATcHMENT WILL BEcoME DIFFICULT To THE PoINT oF BETNG IMPRACTICABLE. THE Focus WoULD BE oN THE

IMPACT oF LAND UsE oN A GREATLY REDUCED FRESHWATER REsoURcE. IT Is A NoNSENSE To EMBARK oN LIMIT

SETT|NG, WITHOUT BETNG ABLE TO CONSTDER THE ALLOCATTON OF THE TOTAL FRESHWATER RESOURCE WITHIN

THE CATCHMENT. THE VAST MAJoRtw oF THAT RESoURCE tS REPRESENTED BY THE CONSENTED

DrvERsroN oF FLow FRoM THE Lowrn Wgau By MER|DIAN, wHtcH wtLL Nor BE CoNSTDERED erponr 2031.
INTEGRATED MANAGEMENT OF THE FRESHWATER RESoURCE REQUIRES MANAGEMENT OF THE RESOURCE IN ITS

ENTIRETY AND MUsT INcLUDE THE FULL IMPAcT OF THE MANAPOURI POWER SCHEME ON THE LOWER WAIAU

CATCHMENT. IN PRACTICAL TERMS, THE TIMING MISMATCH WoULD DEFEAT THE INTEGRATED MANAGEMENT

oF THE cnrcHruerur's FRESHWATER RESouRcE.

I
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WILL BE COMMON TO BOTH
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"wtLL THE poucy oF TNTEGRATED MANAGEMENT oF THE FRESHWATER REsouRcE wtrHlN THE WAIAU

:ATCHMENT, BE BEsr SERvED By rHE DEFArJIT 2025 oR By rHE ALTERNnnvt 2030, TIMESCALE?"

THE ANSWER Is CLEAR - oNLY A FULL coMPLETIoN DATE FoR FMU PROCESSES WITHIN THE WAIAU CATCHMENT

or 31 orcruern 2030 wrLL MAKE THE coMpLETE TMpLEMENTATToT or w&l pLAN poucy 39A pRACncABLE.

WE SEEK THE EXPLICIT DEFERRAL oF THE FULL coMPLETIoN DATE FoR THE FMU PROCESS As IT APPLIES To THE

wAtAU cATcHMENT urull31 DEcEMBER 2030 tr't rHE pRoposED pLAN, As pERMtrrED UNDER Nps poltcy

r1sa.t&tt. To ALLow FoR THE TNTEGRATED MANAGEMENT oF THE carcxurrufls FRESHWATER REsouRcE, tN

AccoRDANcE wtrx w&t-p poltcv 39e eND oBJEclvE c1 oF THE Nps.

Toptc2 - nuu 32 - FDE sYsrEMs

IITI 2015, oUR CoMPANY RETAINED THE PRoFESSIoNAL SERVICES oF oPUs INTERNATIoNAL CoNSULTANTS LTD

To DESTGN AND supERVrsE THE coNsrRucloN oF ouR FARM'S FDE sysrEM. THE DESTGN pRovrDED FoR AN

HDPE LINED STORAGE POND FOR EFFLUENT DELIVERED FROM TWO SLUDGE BEDS EACH FITTED WITH WEEPING

WALLS. THe Rec|orual WATER PLAN SPECIFICALLY REFERENCED IPENZ PRACTICE ruOTT 21- EFFLUENT SToRAGE

PONDS _ AND SUBSEQUENTLY OPUS PROVIDED A PRODUCER STATEMENT FOR THE POND.

NO PRODUCER STATEMENT WAS PROVIDED FOR THE SLUDGE BEDS.

TxI peRroRmANcE oF THE SLUDGE BEDS FATIS SIGNIFICANTLY BE[ow THE DESIGN BRIEF.

UPoN REVIEW IT WAs EVIDENT THAT THE KEY DESIGN PARAMETERS FoR SLUDGE BEDS sET oUT IN IPENZ

pRAclcE xorr 27 - wERE Nor rNcoRpoRATED rNTo rHE opus DEsrGN. Now 24ruoNTHS oN,

OPERATIONALLY NOTHING HAS CHANGED - DISCUSSIONS CONTINUE.

ON THIS PoINT oPUS CoMMENTED THAT:

" ... wHtLE you RAISED THE REeUIREMENTS oF tpENz pRAcrtcE xort 27 tt't youR LETTER DATED 23
r$nuanv 2016, AT THE TIME oF DESIGN IT WAs NoT A REQUIREMENT To DESIGN To THIS PRAc-ncE

NOTE AS IT HAD NOT BEEN ADOPTED AS A DESIGN CRITERIA BYTHE CONSENTING BODY ENVIRANMENT

SOLJTHLAND,,

HAD THE REGToNAL wATER nLAN REFERENcED rpENz pRAcncE ruorr 27 - SLUDGE BED DEstGN, A pRoDUcER

STATEMENT SPECIFIC TO THE SLUDGE BEDS WOULD HAVE BEEN PROVIDED AND OUR CURRENT IMPASSE WITH

OPUS WOULD HAVE BEEN AVERTED.

Sour vtrw rHE Expltclr REFERENcING oF tpENz pRACTIcE NorEs wtrHtN nule 32 As BETNG uNNEcEssARrLy

PRESCRIPTIVE. WT sTe THAT THosE REFERENCES As ACTUALLY PRoVIDING FARMERS WITH A MEASURE oF

PROTECTION THROUGH THE MANDATORY PROVISION OF PRODUCER STATEMENTS THAT OTHERWISE DOES NOT

EXtST.

FoR THAT REASoN, wE suppoRT THE spEctFtc tNcLUstoN tN RULE 32 oF THE PLAN, oF tpENz pRAcflcE NorE

21 As DRAFTED, BUT ALso SEEK THE tNcLUstoN wlrHtN THAT RULE, oF tpENz pRAcflcE ruorr 27 - SLUDGE

BEDS.
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Toprc 3 - nuu 23 - rNTENstvE wINTER GRAZING

FoR THts wtNTER, ouR GRAZIER GREw 174HA oF FoDDER BEET, AND GRAzED 6000MA cows (ouR cows
AMoNG rxru) ns PART oF A 2000HA LAND HoLDTNG. THE|RS ts A LARGE-SCALE opERATtoN AcHtEVtNG

EXCEPTIoNAL RESULTS. WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE oVERSEER NUTRIENT BUDGET FOR THAT OPERATION

REpoRTs A TorAL N Losr ro wATER or 14re/Hn. Oun cRazrrR EMpLoys tNDUsrRy BEsr pRAclcE, BUT THE

RELATIVELY LOW N LOSS IS ALso INFLUENCED BY THE SHEER SCALE OF THE LAND HOLDING.

THIS Is THE STANDARD oF WINTER GRAZING oF cows THAT COUNCIL SHOULD ENCOURAGE. HOWEVER, AS

DRAFTED, nuu 23 wouLD REeutRE ouR GRAZIER To GET A REsouRcE coNsENT. DoEs rHts RE-lNFoRcE BEsr

pnacnce? No!

ALL IT WILL AcHIEVE IS INCREASED COMPLIANCE COSTS.

lF HowEVER, A MtxED THRESHoLD FoR REsouRcE coNsENT wERE usED - sucH As rHE GREATER or 50Hn on

TO%OT EFFECTIVE AREA-THE MITIGATING EFFE6 OF HAVING A LARGE AREA OF A LAND HOLDING NOT IN CROP,

AS IS THE CASE FOR OUR GRAZIER, WOULD BE INCORPORATED INTO THE RULE.

WI HAVEN,T ATTEMPTED To MoDEL THE NUMBER oF coNsENT APPLICATIONS SUCH A RULE MIGHT GENERATE,

BUT WE WOULD EXPECT A SIGNIFICANT REDUCTION IN THE NUMBER OF CONSENTS REQUIRED COMPARED WITH

nuu 23 AS DRAFTED. WHILE THAT WoULD GIVE cOUNCIL LESS DIRECT OVERSIGHT OF WINTERING, THERE IS AN

oppoRTuNtry ro tMpRovE ENVTRoNMENTAL ourcoMEs FRoM GooD MANAGEMENT pRAclcE (cue's)

ACROSS ALL WINTER CROPPING ACTIVITIES,

wE HAVE tN MIND THAT THE MTXED THRESHOLD FOR CONSENT, COULD BE SUPPORTEO BY MORE GnAp'S

INCORPORATED INTO THE PERMITTED ACTIVIW REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL WINTERING, IRRESPECTIVE OF AREA.

FoR THE MosT PART, THESE GMP,S ARE NoT RocKET scIENcE. SIMPLE STRATEGIES GUIDING PADDOCK

SELECTION AND CROP FEEDING MANAGEMENT HAVE BEEN SHOWN TO HAVE SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON NUTRIENT

TOSS. BUT As WE DRIVE AROUND THE PROVINCE WE SEE EXAMPLES OF POOR WINTER CROPPING PRACTICE THAT

couLD so EAstLy BE REMEDTED: FOR EXAMPLE, CROPS GROWN THROUGH SWALES WHICH TURN INTO EFFLUENT-

CHARGED PONDS OVER WINTER ONLY TO BE DRAINED INTO THE NEAREST STREAM COME SPRINGTIME, AND

CROPS GROWN ON SLOPING GROUND AND GRAZED UP THE SLOPE.

IF RULE 23 REQUIRED CRITICAL souRcE AREAS To BE LEFT UNCULTIVATED AND FENCED OFF FROM STOCK WHILE

THE SURROUNDING CROP IS GRAZED, AND REQUIRED CROPPED SLOPES TO BE GRAZED TOP TO BOTTOM, SUCH

SIGHTS WOULD BECOME A THING OF THE PAST.

WE BELTEVE THAT REAL ENVTRoNMENTAL GAtNs cAN BE GARNERED THRoUGH FocusstNc oN THESE "Low

HANGTNG rnun'' oru ALL wtNTER cRops, REGARDLESS oF stzE, THRoUGH AN AMENDED nuLr 23, SUPPoRTED

BY THE ON-GOING EXTENSION WORK OF ES,S LAND SUSTAINABILITY TEAM

lN SUMMARY, WE BELTEVE THAT SCALE TOGETHER W|TH GOOD MANAGEMENT SHOULD FORM THE BASIS FOR

nuIT 23. WE SEEK AMENDMENT oF RULE 23 To BEcoME A MIXED RULE WHERE WINTER GRAZING AREA

REQUIRES CONSENT IF THE CROP AREA IS THE GREATER OF EITHER LOO/OOF THE EFFECTIVE AREA OF EACH LAND

HoLD|NG on 50Hn, BUT wtrH ADDIIoNAL GooD MANAGEMENT pRAcTlcE sPEclFlED wlrHlN THE RULE AS

PERMITTED ACTIVITY STANDARDS, APPLYING TO ALL GRAZIERS REGARDLESS OF SIZE.
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TOPTC 4 - ACCOUNTING FOR Att SOURCES OF NITROGEN AND PHOSPHOROUS CONTRIBUTED TO FRESHWATER

ALL SOURCES OF NITROGEN AND PHOSPHORUS CONTRIBUTED TO FRESHWATER SHOULD BE SUBJECT TO THE

SAME REGULAToRY oVERSIGHT. NPS oBJECTIVE cc1 AND NPS po|-Icy cC1 nrQUInT REGIONAL COUNCILS TO

ESTABLISH AND OPERATE A FRESHWATER QUALITY AND QUANTITY ACCOUNTING SYSTEM FOR FMUS IN THE

CONTEXT OF FRESHWATER OBJECTIVES AND LIMIT SETTING.

THE Exolc FtsHERy CoNTRIBUTES BorH N AND p rN EXcRETA To rHE FRESHWATER coLUMN. THosE

coNTRlBUTtoNs sHouLD BE lNctuDED wtrHtN couNcrL's FRESHWATER euAury AND euANTtw AccouNTtNG

SYSTEM, WHICH WOULD THEN INFORM THE LIMIT SETTING PROCESS.

WE SEEK A POLICY OBJECTIVE AND RULE FRAMEWORK TO ACCOUNT FOR AND TO MANAGE PHOSPHOROUS AND

NITROGEN DISCHARGES TO FRESHWATER BY THE EXOTIC FISHERY.

IN SUMMARY, YoU HAVE HEARD FRoM USToDAY oN 4Top|cswxIcH IMPACTON OUR BUSINESS, ANDWE SEEK:

1. THE EXPLICIT DEFERRAL BY COUNCIL OF THE COMPLETION DATE FOR THE FMU PROCESS AS IT APPLIES

To rHE wAtAU cATcHMENT ururl31 DECEMBER 2030, as prnM[TED UNDER Nps poLtcY r1en.t&tt.,

To tMpRovE THE euAury oF pLANNTNG AND To MAKE pRAcIcABLE THE IMpLEMENTATToT or w&lp
pot-tcy 39a-rHE TNTEGRATED MANAGEMENT oF THE wAtAU cATcHMErur's rnrsxwatER RESouRcE.

2. THE rNcLUsroN oF tpENz pRAclcE noru 27 SLUDGE BEDS wtrHtN rxr w&tp Ruu
32

3. THE ADoproN oF MtxED cRtrERtA As rHE BAsrs FoR nuu 23 - rNTENstvE GRAZING - wrH
ADDITIONAL PERMITTED ACTIVIW STANDARDS MAKING GOOD MANAGEMENT PRACTICE EXPLICIT.

4. A PoLIcY oBJECTIVE AND RULE FRAMEWoRK To ACCOUNT FOR AND TO MANAGE PHOSPHOROUS AND

NITROGEN CONTRIBUTIONS TO FRESHWATER BY THE EXOTIC FISHERY.

lN cLostNG, As A BUstNEss, WE'RE ENERG|SED By rHE pRospEcr oF sctENcE-LED tNNovATtoN wHtcH wlLL LIFT oN-

FARM PERFoRMANCE AND SHRINK oUR ENVIRoNMENTAL FooTPRINT. INNoVATION UNDERPINS OUR FAMILY BUSINESS

AND WILL ENSURE THAT OUR GRANDCHILDREN AND GENERATIONS YET UNBORN CAN ACCESS THE SAME HIGH-QUALITY

FRESHWATER RESOURCE OUR GENERATION ONCE ENJOYED.

PAUL AND JUANITA MARSHALL
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