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The # FreshWaterRescuePlan

I. PROTECT THE HEALTH
OF PEOPLE AND THEIR
WATERWAYS BY
SETTING STRICT AND
ENFORCEABLE WATER
OUALITY STANDARDS'
BASED ON HUMAN AND
ECOSYSTEM HEALTH
LIMITS.

7 Steps Gwnnment Can Thke lrnrnedlately Tb Saae New Zealand's'lVaterutays

Strict and cnforccable watcr quality standar& rhat protcct thc hcelth ofpcoplc and

watcrways mcan a dcffnition wherc Icvcls of E' coti (measurfurg faecal contamination)

nitrate, phosphorus, finc &posited sediment and Habitat Quality Index arc set at levels

that ensure ecosysrcm health.

Scienrists have alrcady idenriffcd thcse limits. The Mirtistry of Hcalth's 'Microbiological

watcr qualiry guidclincs for marine and frcshwatcr recreational arees' shov alr acccpublc

rivers has 260 E.coli pcr l00ml of watcr. work has bcen ca$ied to dcvelop scientilically

robust standards for nitratc, phosphorou and Flabitat Qudity'

The Governmartt current policy has limirs to these major pollurants that are cither so

weak that thcy offcr little protection or drey hevc been left out entirely' Hcalthy rivcts'

lakcs and fresh warer that is safc for pcoplc and wildlife can bc achic'red with meaningful

regulation supportcd by scicnce and puts thc helth ofpcopb and the cnvironmcnt as its

Iirst priority'

https ://www. freshwaterrescueplan' org/the-plan
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I he #FreshWaterRescueptan presen$. T6hfa*fnrfig$can take
PUBLIC SUBSIDIES OF
IRRIGATION
SCHEMES, AS THEY
INCREASE PRESSURE ON
WATERWAYS.

tqflfp'tR;r*o 
andgroundwatcr ekeedy undcr scriou, pr"ouo, *" *,h&8f,#rlvfifw.tieshwaterrescueplan.or#;eran,]tl

lncrcarc the emount of potlution we crtatc. Iergc irrigadon cchcmes, likc thc Ruetaniwha .- i 4
Dam in Haudcc's Bay and ccnual prains vater rhemc in c,anterbury drow for tic : ill
continued cr;unsion of inrcnsirn modcls of egriculturc, creating mort polludon that 

, ', ' ,i!
contamlnates rir'crs, re&cs ad groundwucr. yer, tficrc is cu*entry $4g0 rnilrion ofpublic
monc[ allocarcd to subsidising thcsc large irigation rchcmcs.

Largc hrigadon schcmes underminc good work indlvrduar f.,mcn are dotng to rcdue
pollution corning from drcir furns. Thcsc impomnt csorts wir.r bc canceled out by ncw
inigrtion schcmes thrt cxpand lntcncirc agriculturc and incrcasc poltution.

Pouution comes in the form offeccar conteminedon cerrying pathogcns that can make
pcoplc eick as wetl ar nitrogen and phosphorous that ulegcr elgal blooms, dcplctc oxygen
in watcr & drreatcn frh survival, and can leed to toxic c$erts in the groundvatcr many
of us drtnk fiom.

Thc Gnterbury Dstrict Health Board found in it,2014 rcport, ,public 
Hcalth

Implications of Iand use change end Agticuhura.r Inrnsification with rcspect to thc
ca'nterbury Ptains'that, "irrigrtion is a direct prc-cursor to morc intensi,e agricurtunl
s;ntcms and therc is a dircct rink bct*een irrigrtion and incrcased edrrcrse effccts on water
bodiec."

It wrote, "Thc impact of irrigation on natunl ecosptcms is multi-dimensiona.l:

r Ernbles increascd land erea to bc used for agriculturc, cspecielly inrensivc
agriculturc

r Incrcascd apprication of contamina-rrts - morc feniliscn and pcsricidcs arc rcquircd- to makc usc of thc irrcrtascd warcr cupptyarrd morc cfilucnt is pnerarcd with
inocased stocking ratcs

r Grcater runo*and rcaching of conaminents - satuatcd soir promotrs runoffof
contaminano to surfacc waterways and lcaching of corraminaras to groundwater

r Rcduccd rivcr flows and groundwatet leveh _ ahsuacdon teducec the remaining
envircnmentel watcr. Rcduced tiver flows cen chengc ficshwrter 

".o"rrs,.* 
by

rcducing the fiequcncy offlushlng flows or increasing thc hngth and frcquency of
rcry lorrr' flow pcriodr. Rcduced rrrct floua and groundwaer lcrrcrs can rcsurt in ,csr
dilution ofconaminants thet entcr thesc \?Eterwa),s, thercby lncrtrsing
conteminant conentratLons

r Rcplaccmcnr ofn*turd vegcation by pesturc or crops can increase surfece runoff
and dccrcar rcplcnishmcnt of goundwatcr aqui&re,

The Cantcr$ury DHB w€nt on to notc, "thc health impact rssessmcnt of the C-ental
Plains tuTeter schcme found tlut the porcntiet rrrks to thc hcarth ofcentebrians
outurcighed thc probablc financiel bcnc6ts to a ftw pcople."

SHAnESr'xpsyer 'noney Fust nor be spc-' on sutsidising irrigation schcmes which wiI mal."

a
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The #FreshWaterRescuePlan presentsVzsde1l'Stfigryd#Hiltukghffgdruson irrigationtundsmustbe

' discstab1shid, and dl othcr public money and goveurment support for irrigation schemes

withdrawn.

https ://www.freshwaterres cueplan. org/the-plan

3. INVEST IN AN
AGRICULTURAL
TRANSITION FUND, TO
SUPPORT THE
COUNTRY'S SHIFT
TOWARDS
ENVI RO NM ENTALLY.SO UN D

PRIMARY INDUSTR]ES BY
REDIRECTING $480
MILLION OF PUBLIC
MONEY EARMARKED FOR
IRRIGATION.

4. IMPLEMENT
STRATEGIES TO
DECREASE COW
NUMBERS IMMEDIATELY.

Sciencc-based, cnvtonmcnally-souod mcthods ofagriculturc are availablc, Farmcrs and

primary produccrs nccd to bc supportcd to uaosition towards thcsc mcthods. Nationdly,

primary industties need rcsearch and derdopment to move the country beyond simply

more intensirre dairying, For example, this could mean funding for dcmonstntion farms

that strow mcthods and promote the diversiffcation rlut would dlow clean, healt$y rivets.

New Zcaland is rcady to move towards clean, resilicnt agriculturc and the Govcrnmcnt

can invest in t}is transition.

oncc with&awn ftom subsidising more pollution, the $480 million of public money cirn

be redirected to a new Agricuhurd fiansition Fund.

It is widely acknowlcdged that the wiry we are intensircly farming in New zealand is

harmfirl and impacting human and ecosrstem hcalth. It has dso ctearcd signilicant

economic prcblems as described by ttrc OECD's 2017 Environmenal Performance

fuview of New Zcaland. This does not harrc to be the case. r$(/ith Government suPPort,

we can lead the world in clean, resilient agriculture.

Thcre are simply too many cows in Ncw Zcaland for our waterways to cope. The

increase in livestock numbers has led to more faecal manet and mott nutrients,

particularly nitrogen, reaching warcrways. The Minisuy for rhe Environment sated

that, "between 1990 and 2012, the estimated amount ofnitrogen that lcached into soil

from agriculturc inc rcaxd,29 perccnt. This incrqlse was mainly due to incrcascs in dairy

cattle numbcrs (and thcrcforc uhc which conains niuogcn) and nittogen feniliscr use",

Since 2012, cow numbers have riscn at an darming rate thet the environment cirnnot

sustain. To protect and restore New Zealand's rivers and lakes, and to stop ongoing

congmination of groundwater, dre Government must implement srategies to decrease

cow numbers imme&ately.

A reduction in stock numbers up to 35% has been suggested by e retent economic report

discussing the future of New Zedandt primary industries.

s'Hfli"dit5.t. naional d"iry hel' a,ould rot only o .n New Zealandt rivers and
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The #FreshwaterRescuePlan present$9 btgpFffi&rg0tr#8ffi\mgwdfudg.cxistins fanners to reduce

fffir::,H:.It*:l ff :m*:*x*:.,x: *
The Government must build a strarcgr thet supports farmers yet decreases cow numbers
in order to prioritise human and ecogntem heatth.

5. REDUCE
FRESHWATER
CONTAMINATION BY
!NST!GATING POLLUTER
PAYS SYSTEMS
NATIONALLY.

https ://www. freshwaterres cueplan. org/the_plan

The cost ofpollution in our waterwayr is currently being paid by our people, our wildlG
and our cnvironmcnt' It is paid in the form ofu:res and rates that go towards creaning up,
It is paid in the form ofpeoplet health curently suffering from thc eftcrs of
conaminated drinking water and porutcd rivcrc where wc swim and gathcr food. This is
known to cconomisu as an orcrnalised cost, rfflcn thc porutcr is not rcsponsibre for thc
firll cost ofpollution, thcn thc cost is incurrcd by othcrs to crcan up trrc cnvironmcnt or
ptovide cart for human and ccocystem health.

In order to rcduce pollution and address the cost incurcd by society, thesc orrcrnar costs
must be paid by those r,esponsible for producing the pollution. A pollutcr pays grstem, as
the oECD explains, will intcrnarise costs of "difrrsc poilution &om rural and urban
sources, and promotc innoration in pollution control.,

There is a large cost associated with cleaning our watetways and ptoviding medical
assistance. This cost must be paid by the polluters at the time of pollution, Currently
these costs are being passed on to futur generations. Mcchanisms must be put in ptace to
alleviate the intergenerational cost that is resulting from free pollution.

For policy to bc ctrective, it must be enacted and enforocd. Rcgionar councirs havc an
IaLrgc and impottant totc in thc frontrinc protcction and managcmcnt of 6esh warcnvirys.
Currcndy, brcacha in &cshwatet rcgulation arc going unmonitoted and unrcported.
Rcgional and disuict councils are rargery letting the pubric down by fairing to cnforce
frcshwatcr rcgulation.

Quanerly reponing from the Ministry for the Environmenr on councirs,cnforcement
proceedings' monitoring and wherc conscnt brcaches harc occurrcd would bring to right
thc work oflocal govcrnmcnt on frcsh water and provide raluabrc information on whcrc
and how improrcmcnts can be madc,

3sfffguay the Govcrnrnent can identi$ whete and how tegionar councils can be supponed
to impro' e their . :rforrr,,.r.ce as - ll as er_suring the pu rterest ofclean, safe frcsh

1
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6. ADDRESS THE
PERFORMANCE OF
REGIONAL COUNCILS
ON IMPROVING WATER
OUALTTY THROUGH
OUARTERLY REPORTS
FROM THE MINISTRY
FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
ON ENFORCEMENT,
BREACHES AND
MONITORING.
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The #FreshWaterRescuePlan presents 7 steps the Govt can take tdfffi+gthvriversandlakesatebeingprotected'

The OECD's 2017 Environmentat Performance Review of Ncw Zcaland identified what

the public has known for some time, tlrat the country is reaching its environmcntd

limits. The OECD warned tlnt as we continue to orploit natural resources for economic

growth, freshwater pollution, particularly difuse pollution' will be as it states a "growing

environmental and public health concern"

New Zealand nceds a wholc-of-goractnment process "m dwelop a long-term vision fot the

uansition of New Zealand to a low-carbon, greener econom/.

Cucently, there is a lack ofcohercnce betrrccn policies for water, climate and primary

industry. This threatcns any efforts to protect people, their waterways and the

environment.

By dweloping this vision, thc Govenrmcnt makcs clear to all ministries their role in

progressing New Zcaland towards an cconomy that opcratcs within cnvironmcnal limits,

so that a cohcrcncc of policies and ministries suppotts thc hcalth and wcll-being of thc

couotry and its future generations, which it currently is not.

The OECD continued in its review that a "whole-of-gorrcrnmcnt long.term suates/ to

incrcase the added value ofo<port producr within climate and fteshwater qudity and

quantity objectives" is ueeded. For this reason, the Freshwater Rcscue Plan strongly

rccommcnds the Govetnmcnt adopts awhole-of'government approach in which goals

and intcrcsts across minisuics correspond rather than compete.

CONTACTS (/MEDIA)

LIVE STREAM (/PRESS-CONFERENCE.LIVE-STREAM)

https ://www.freshwaterrescueplan. org/the-plan

7. ADOPT OECD
RECOMMENDATION TO
ESTABLISH A IIWHOLE.

OF.GOVERNMENT,
MULTI.STAKEHOLDER
PROCESS TO DEVELOP
A LONG.TERM VISION
FOR THE TRANS]TION OF
NEW ZEALAND TO A
LOW-CARBON, GREENER
ECONOMY".
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